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was necessary. The enemy, meanwhile, had con-
r tented themselves with harassing the garrison by
firing long shots at them; but it was rumoured
that the Eajah of Travancore was sending troops,
and then they would have to sustain a serious
attack. Gunner Ince, on whom the whole weight
of the defence rested, let it be known that in the
last extremity he would blow up the magazine.
It is cheering to find that there was at least one
man who was prepared to do his duty. Sewell
and Lapthorne got drunk, and joined with the
warehouseman, a Portuguese named Rodriguez,
in plundering the Company's warehouse and send-
ing goods away to Quilon; the soldiers followed the
example, and plundered the rooms inside the fort,
while the late interpreter's family were allowed to
send away, to Quilon, effects to the value of one
hundred thousand fanams, though it was known
that the Company had a claim on him for over
two-thirds of the amount, on account of money
advanced to him. Davis was dying of a lingering
illness, to which he succumbed in the beginning of
July.

On the 24th June, a vigorous attack was made
on the fort from three sides at once.    On one side